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OGDEI\ — Korean Airflight 007 was a sp)
plane that purposely {lew into Soviet ajrspace to :*
simulate an mvasmr., said 2 25—year ClA veteran k
Thursday. - W

- Ralph- W, McGehee 8 renred member of the o
. ClA who served .in numerous. overseas intelli-; &
gence operations, told students at . ‘Weber- State%
College .that the United ‘States; worked .with .thei
Korean govemmentiomrc‘;estra &spxonagc b}':’
use of a cornmercial airliner. . .,

Mr. McGehee "said, “The - ‘evidence ‘is over-
whelming that this was 3 pxanned -event by the ;
United States ito send ‘2 commercial . airliner”
equippec -with spy- ecmpment into -thei Sovxet';‘.
Union thinking thev would not shoo! it Gown.”s’
~-Be saic tha he believes that Soviet pilots did. in*
fact. mistake the Boeing 747 commercia) jet for -
the sophisticated spy p)ane the RC 135 thaLwas '
circling pearby. = gEY (St

He saic," 1 don’ l think the Smiets )cnew xt was a »'
commercia) airliner.” - ; - - sl s K

McGehee told the Weber SLate group Lhal the
United States has used commercial airliners in
the past for intelligence operations and that dur--"
ing the last two decades has ordered United -
"States military pilots to penetrate Soviet axrspace
_in order to test their defense radar.

- He said that, unlike the United States the SOV]-‘ "
" ets 6o pot keep their ragar defense operatmg ona .’
. continuous basis. This procedure makes it impos-
“sible for U.S. mtelhgence 10 understand their ra-«:
“dar and build defenses in their 2ircrafi and weap- +
< ons. The Unite¢ States then has:to sxmulate'
: . attacks so the Soviets will turn on the radar.oso
‘ “—Oniv when the radar is activ ated can we mo js)
‘ior their system,” McGehee said. " 3
‘He:noted that the RC-135 contams e)ectromc N
eqmpmenx that is designed te momtor the Ru:-
. sian radar once it is operatmg .
£:He said that the dav of the’ hAL thht there?
‘wasa planned ICBM test launch by the Soviets. A'}
‘ commercial airliner “wandered”. mrect]; .over=;
that area as well as over several maJor soviet ',
=military installations. He added -that in addition-:
“to the RC-135 that was in the area, an American
xrela\ satellite passed directly over the commer-
'cial airliner both as it flew above the ICBM test? X
site and again &s il passed over the mmtan e, '-"
shallatxons R . ]

. McGehee said “In 1978 the United States did a1
smzlzar thing and the Soviets forced the plane to
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«.)and Wxth fhght 007 the Umted States had no in-:
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: tention for. the plane to be shot down and tbought ;
"they were getting the best of both worlds. “The
'-bmted States would get tbe mformanon and Rus
-Sia would get a black eye.” :

:>He refuted the idea that the KAL fhght thh 269\
people on board could have unknowingly been off:
.course. He said that the RC-125 would have known
iby.its radar equipment that the flight had left i
“flight plan and could bave contacted the: plane
*Korean and Japanese radar equipment also moni-’
“tors the .area and would have k:nown 1f it was m,

“Soviet airspace.’ e
™- *You cannot, m that area, strav
“bodr telling vou,” he said. ’ -
;- He continued, “The I\orean axrfhght veered off
“‘course directly over tbe area where the. eqmp-
“ment in the RC-135 was aimed: Thev were able to-
~tell that KAL 007 had veered off. Why did they not
- tell themn where they were?'te—r—=gm-m=mar oot L
McGehee*who said he is followed by the CIA*
a0 and has wire taps on his phone, said the ClA is not | !
:being.totally bonest -with the information it has"
;‘,,re)eased on the incident and sites a )ong hxstory [
i what he calls “repressed information.” =, Il

-, Tbe former agent joined the CIA io 2952 and‘
pent ;14 :years in overseas assxgnmens \4
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